Novel methods for the estimation of acceptable daily intake.
This paper describes two general methods for estimating ADIs that circumvent some of the limitations inherent in current approaches. The first method is based on a graphic presentation of toxicity data and is also shown to be useful for estimating acceptable intakes for durations of toxicant exposure other than the entire lifetime. The second method uses dose-response or dose-effect data to calculate lower CLs on the dose rate associated with specified response or effect levels. These approaches should lead to firmer, better established ADIs through increased use of the entire spectrum of toxicity data.